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A documentary is presented in which former CIA employees and other people who have written 
about the CIA tell of the extent of penetration of the mass media by the CIA and how the media are 
used by that agency to manipulate public opinion. CIA whistleblowers such as John Stockwell relate 
how these operations actually were implemented in various covert actions in which they were 
involved around the world. At the conclusion of the film, we look with John Stockwell at some other 
specific instances of disinformation and compare these with the general practice of the American 
government, particularly in the Reagan Administration, to lie, to distort information, and to 
manipulate the press. 
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this program was recorded before the Sandinistas lost the elections of February 1990 | sent over paper to 
the State Department for the the press rep The Hiding Carter you know the guy that speaks out every day on 
world events to read and | had four paragraphs in it because the situation was changing that night and | said 
you know with a no call us before you go in the air in the morning I'll tell you which paragraph to read and 
they were all for totally false and and make as a matter of fact they called in the morning and | said you know 


paragraph three and they read paragraph three and and went with it you know which is utter complicity and 
putting out the propaganda the disinformation so that was the CIA giving the information to the State 
Department to put out on our media yeah the CIA has salted its agents throughout the Congress every 
committee and it's done this you know | did it three decades ago and we're seeing it once again but it's 
standard but we did have in November of 75 we had the CIA director bill Colby who had been putting out our 
propaganda line to the Senate are lies was tied up on a trip or something and so bill Nelson the Deputy 
Director of Operations went over to stand in for him and he said before he went I'm not going to lie and and 
he just flat said it in a staff meeting he said I'm retiring in three weeks and I'll be damned if | wouldn't spend 
my retirement answering perjury charges so he went over there and told the truth now ambassador Mulcahy 
said one thing and then Nelson testified and said exactly the opposite and so they had a direct contradiction 
and so the Senators nailed McKay one of you gentlemen is lying and some okay asked for the opportunity to 
speak again in which he clarified his statement and told the truth but the interesting thing 
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told the truth but the interesting thing was that that testimony refuted everything else we had been saying for 
three months they did not investigate and follow up on it and indict especially bill Colby for perjury which they 
could have on they just let it you know let it go there was no follow-up to it the CIA lies and manipulation of 
the press the CIA penetration of Congress congressional cover-ups mass media cover-ups these are some 
of the subjects we'll feature tonight with john stockwell former CIA official and with a documentary 
highlighting the subjects tonight on alternative views our program was recorded the tenth of June 1987 
welcome back to alternative views the centerpiece of tonight's program will be a special documentary 
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program will be a special documentary about the CIA and the mass media we've talked about this a lot of 
times on alternative views particularly with john stockwell who was with the CIA for 13 years and john you 
appear in this documentary about the media and the CIA how did this documentary come to be made | was 
passing through London on my way to Vietnam and called a friend at diverse productions actually call him 
from the States before we got to London and they had some ideas and researched it before | got there and 
but you know what what makes it work so good is you know who has actually run Western or United States 
disinformation campaigns you know who can say here's how it's done here's how we did it with proof in the 
articles in the paper of our result the emphasis of this documentary is about the CIA in the media but there's 
a larger framework in this to which we talked about in our program from time time that is the overall lying of 
the State Department the White House is this a coordinated thing or do all these organizations just do their 
lines separately and it adds up to one big falsehood read Noam Chomsky's turning of turning the tide it to get 
a feeling for for the the way ours you know it's what they call the establishment in the 60s the way they are 
committed the elites that run the country which includes the State Department and the CIA and presidents 
and politicians they have a charter you know to run the country in their interest and this means that they they 
not exactly lockstep but they just presume to have the right to mislead people it's part of the way the United 
States is and God knows most other countries as well they are not bound by honesty and in 
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honesty and in tegrity watching these hearings before Congress now you you really get this | mean what is 
the point as the senators were asking of Elliott Abrams you know what is the point of asking you any 
questions at all because you're gonna lie and Abrams is you know it's just lying well what's the point of 
asking the CIA anything in hearings their whole ethic is they're doing illegal things and they're you know they 
teach you from the first day in training cover stories and you practice them at length and the director practice 
ISM and when he briefs the Congress he does the cover stories White House staffers are not trained 
professionally but they're it's in the ethics of politics ethics of the business they're putting out a myth about 
the world a myth about the United States nature Chomsky notes that the compelling force the ethic against 
which all foreign policy decisions are made is defense of the fifth freedom you know the four freedoms were 


Roosevelt and Churchill in January of 41 we were fighting the war for the freedom of speech freedom of 
religion freedom from want freedom from fear and the fifth freedom is what you know has compelled our 
actions in reality then and ever since and that's the United States freedom to rob exploit and kill and every 
you know every situation is measured by our right our Imperial right it's not a Divine Right but our Imperial 
right any any country that tries to break away from from this control like Vietnam either you bring them back 
in or you destroy them so much that they won't be an example to anyone else and this is what's happening in 
Nicaragua they want to bring it back in by ousting the Sun and Easter's failing that they want to crush the 
country so it can't be an example to anyone Cuba they haven't quite succeeded either way but so they just 
try to discredit it in a 
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just try to discredit it in a relationship to the lying and the coordination and of course in John was on either 
the National Security Council or a subcommittee is imagine | was working for a subcommittee than security 
during that golden operation so there is one area where different people from different parts of the executive 
branch meet and then of course they meet in cabinet meetings where media strategies and lying discussed 
ever at these meetings for sure oh for sure so there is some coordination as well as it being a consensus of 
how things are really one example | cited in my in search of enemies Brooke is is one day | said you know 
we I was | was doing it but under their supervision | sent over a paper to the State Department for their 
presser up the hiding Carter you know the guy that speaks out every day on world events to read and | had 
four paragraphs in it because the situation was changing that night and | said you know with a note call us 
before you go in the air in the morning I'll tell you what your paragraph to read and they were all four totally 
flawless and and as a matter of fact they called in the morning and | said you know paragraph three and they 
read paragraph three and | went with it you know which is utter complicity and putting out the propaganda 
the disinformation so that was the CIA giving the information to the State Department to put out on our media 
yeah yeah there's a contradiction here some people like Elliott Abrams get caught lying they get in trouble 
and it's even possible their whole careers can be broken did you ever discuss the dilemmas of line and the 
schizophrenia on one hand you're supposed to be telling the truth on the other hand you're systematically 
line did those kinds of issues ever come up there's a little bit of that basically you know the the congressmen 
and Senators are not holier-than-thou when it comes to lying because they do the same thing all the time but 
still it is perjury | mean when a senator makes a false statement in speeches before that's not perjury that's 
the debate in them but but when you're in another branch of 


END 


